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Minutes of Celbridge-Leixlip Municipal District Meeting 

Held at 10.00 am on Friday 19 October 2018 

In the Council Chamber, Áras Chill Dara. 

 

Members Present:  Councillor K Byrne (Cathaoirleach) 

    Councillors B Caldwell, M Coleman, I Cussen, A Larkin, 

J Neville and B Young. 

 

Present: Mr T McDonnell (District Manager), Ms E Wright and Mr L Dunne 

(Senior Executive Officers),  Mr S Wallace (Senior Executive 

Parks Superintendent), Mr C Buggie (Municipal District 

Engineer), Ms F Millane (Financial/Management Accountant), Mr 

B O'Gorman (Administrative Officer), Ms P Penny (Assistant Staff 

Officer), Ms K Keane (Meetings Administrator) and Ms A M 

Campbell (Meetings Secretary). 

 

CL01/1018 

Minutes and progress report 

The members considered the minutes of the Celbridge-Leixlip Municipal District meeting 

held on 21 September 2018, together with the progress report. 

Resolved On the proposal of Councillor Byrne, seconded by Councillor Caldwell that the 

minutes of the monthly Celbridge-Leixlip Municipal District meeting held on 21 September 

2018 be confirmed and taken as read.  The progress report was noted. 

 

CL02/1018 

Matters Arising 

Celbridge Local Area Plan (CL27/0318) & (CL01/0418) & Matters Arising (CL02/0918) 

Councillor Young stated that his motion in March requested that a paragraph should be 

amended, or an erratum addendum inserted into the published Strategic Environmental 

Assessment (SEA) and as outlined in the report to have it included in the September full 

council meeting was not what was required. 
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Councillor Young identified the unauthorised landfill area that he had referred to in his motion  

on a map provided by the District Manager who advised him that this location was outside 

the boundary for the environmental assessment of the Local Area Plan thus Councillor 

Young's request could not be taken into consideration. 

 

New Recycling Facility for North Kildare (CL27/0218) & Matters Arising (CL02/0918) 

In response to a question from Councillor Neville on a timeline for the next phase of the Part 

8 process, Mr Dunne informed the members that they were working on reports with 

consultants this quarter and it was their intention to have these completed by Christmas. 

 

Request for meeting with Irish Water re ongoing odour issues in Leixlip (CL26/0718) & 

Leixlip Sewage System (CL25/0918) 

Councillor Neville noted the report that a Programme of Works was being put in place by 

Irish Water adding that he hoped there was a capital element to this programme which would 

solve this issue permanently. 

 

Vacant House Report (CL01/1018) 

Councillor Cussen referred to the members repeated requests since 2014 for the Vacant 

House Report to detail the progression of repair and preparation of vacant houses in the 

county and the timeline for re allocation of these houses to people on the housing list. 

 

Guidelines for permeability in housing estates (CL27/0918) 

Councillor Cussen noted the report and requested that the date of the meeting of the 

Economic Development, Enterprise and Planning Strategic Policy Committee which had this 

item listed on the agenda be forwarded to the members. 

 

New Recycling Facility for North Kildare (CL27/0218) & Matters Arising (CL02/0918) 

Councillor Larkin reiterated his concern that this site was not the correct location for this 

facility and requested again that businesses in the vicinity of the site of the new recycling 

facility be consulted before the Part 8 process commenced. 

 

Caretaker of Confey Graveyard 

Councillor Caldwell referred to an unfortunate accident that happened recently to the 

Caretaker of Confey Graveyard and together with the rest of the members they stated that 
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they wanted to convey their wishes for a speedy recovery to him stating that they recognised 

all his hard work in the cemetery. 

 

Cameras in Celbridge 

Councillor Cussen stated that she had been contacted by the Celbridge Community Council 

notifying her that there were cameras mounted on poles in Celbridge and asking if they had 

been placed there by Kildare County Council. 

The Municipal District Engineer informed the members that they had received no such 

enquiries but they were trying to find out who had installed them. 

 

Installation of double yellow lines on Buckley's Lane (CL10/0718) 

The members considered a map of the proposed lining which was circulated by the 

Municipal District Engineer. 

The members were all in agreement that the Section 38 process for the installation of double 

yellow lines at Buckley's Lane, Leixlip commence. 

 

CL03/1018 

Schedule of Municipal District Road Works 

The Municipal District Engineer advised the members that the roads crew were currently 

working through the LPT approved schemes.  Traffic calming islands would be installed on 

the Clane Road in Celbridge the following week.  Traffic signal activation loops were fully 

reinstalled after resurfacing works.  The new traffic signal pedestrian crossing in Leixlip at 

the Rye Bridge (ALDI) had been powered up.  Gully cleaning was currently underway in both 

towns. The Municipal District Engineer again expressed his concern about people sweeping 

leaves onto the roads as these can block up the gullies. 

 

The Cathaoirleach, with the agreement of the members took item number 4 as the next item 

in the meeting. 

 

CL04/1018 

Double yellow lines at Riverforest 

The members considered the following adjourned motion in the name of Councillor Caldwell. 

That double yellow lines are put in place outside the doctor's surgery at Riverforest. 

The Municipal District Engineer distributed a map of the proposed lining to the members. 
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The motion was proposed by Councillor Caldwell, seconded by Councillor Cussen. 

   

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that the Municipal District Engineer would circulate a map at the 

meeting indicating the proposed lining. If the members were in agreement, the Section 38 

process could commence. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Caldwell, seconded by Councillor Cussen and with 

the agreement of all the members that the Section 38 process for the installation of double 

yellow lines outside the doctor's surgery at Riverforest, Leixlip commence. 

 

CL05/1018 

2019 Draft Budgetary Plan 

The members considered the 2019 Draft Budgetary Plan which had been circulated to the 

members.   

Ms Millane gave a brief overview of the position facing the executive in balancing the budget 

for 2019.  She informed the members that while income was relatively static, costs such as 

payroll and insurance had increased.  She stated that from 2019, former Athy Town Council 

rates would be the same as the county's.  Following the 2018 revaluation, there was over 

€11million worth of rates in the appeals process.   

She stated that within this context, there had been minimal changes to the Draft Municipal 

District Budgetary Plans - the plans, together with the General Municipal Allocation (GMA) 

was circulated to the members.  The allocation of €4,954,988 was divided across the five 

municipal districts as outlined in the plan. 

The draft GMA took account of the council's decision not to vary the local property tax rate 

and to ring-fence €650,215 of discretionary funding to each of the municipal districts. 

Ms Millane proposed including the full retained LPT in Division H (as last year) and 

requested municipal districts to revert no later than January with proposed spend headings,  

this would facilitate sections in ensuring the requested works are included in the 2019 works 

plans.   

In allocating the GMA between the five municipal districts Ms Millane stated regard had been 

given to agreements to ensure discretionary expenditure previously incurred in former town 

council authorities was retained (as agreed in 2014) whilst working towards an equitable and 

balanced approach to expenditure.  She explained that there would always be variances 
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between the municipal districts – for example, playgrounds were funded based on the 

numbers of playgrounds/outdoor gyms/skate-parks within an area.  

Ms Millane informed the members that the FEMPI (financial emergency measures in the 

public interest) where public servants pay was reduced a few years ago, as per national 

agreements was being rowed back, so there was some restoration of pay in 2018 and there 

would be some more in 2019.  For 2018 Kildare County Council and other Local Authorities 

received about 80% of the cost of 2018's pay restoration.  The council were still awaiting 

confirmation as to how much they would receive for 2019.  This figure would be advised to 

the council over the next week or so and would be included in the statutory budget in 

November. 

Ms Millane stated that any pay parking surpluses were retained for that municipal district for 

use in the roads element of the municipal district budget - headings to be agreed between 

the municipal district and the area engineer. 

Ms Millane advised the members that legislative requirement was that following 

consideration the members could adopt the Draft Budgetary Plan with or without 

amendment, but if the members did not adopt the plan the Chief Executive would take 

account of the Draft Budgetary Plan presented. 

 

A discussion ensued among the members on the Draft Budgetary Plan and they stated their 

disappointment in the allocation of funding that Celbridge-Leixlip Municipal District received 

compared to other districts.  They considered the allocation unfair and stated that they 

should receive a greater proportion of budget funding as North Kildare received the highest 

rates due to the large businesses located there. The members stated that their district was 

the only district to have a pay parking deficit and if the council could make some provision for 

car parks in their towns they could benefit from surpluses of pay parking funding to be used 

in their district as the other four municipal districts could. 

 

Ms Millane confirmed that the equalisation of funding to the five municipal districts was 

agreed at the commencement of the councillors five year term, any change to this division of 

funding would have to be agreed by all the members, adding that it would be advisable to 

delay any change of this division until after the new electoral area boundaries had been 

completed.  

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Caldwell, seconded by Councillor Neville, that the 

Draft Budgetary Plan for 2019 be adopted without amendment. 
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CL06/1018 

Pedestrian gate onto the Shackleton Road 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Byrne.  

That a pedestrian gate be put in place at the pedestrian access onto the Shackleton Road 

(details provided) to protect children who might run onto the Shackleton Road, similar to the 

gate exiting from Oldtown Mill Estate across the road from the point in question. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Byrne, seconded by Councillor Caldwell.   

 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that the Municipal District Engineer would investigate this request 

with Councillor Byrne and see what options were available.  

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Byrne, seconded by Councillor Caldwell, that the 

report be noted. 

 

CL07/1018 

Request for letter to Dublin Bus and the NTA 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Caldwell.  

That this council write to Dublin Bus and the National Transport Authority (NTA) expressing 

our concerns regarding the amount of times their bus service fails to arrive in our municipal 

district and as a result leaves passengers stranded. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Caldwell, seconded by Councillor Cussen.   

 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that in advance of any correspondence with public transport service 

providers, there would be merit in gathering information on the frequency of occurrence of 

the non-arrival of scheduled buses in the municipal district.  The recent Bus Connects public 

consultation provided opportunities for all members of the public to meet with the NTA to 

discuss local bus services and issues arising.   

 

Councillor Caldwell stated that this issue was a serious one and that it had repeatedly 

happened on morning and evening services and he suggested that the cause was the lack of 

replacement drivers.   
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Councillor Cussen stated that the members had received an extensive number of contacts 

from local people over the last few days and said that an Area Manager for Dublin Bus was 

scheduled to attend a meeting to discuss issues relating to the 67 and 67x bus services. 

 

Ms Wright advised the members that they should have documented, evidence based 

information, on the problems with the services to relay to the representative from Dublin Bus 

at this meeting, adding that any issue in relation to bus drivers was not a matter for the 

Roads Department to address with Dublin Bus.  

 

Councillor Caldwell stated that buses that were travelling to Maynooth were leaving school 

children at the bus stop in Celbridge in the mornings due to lack of capacity. 

 

Councillor Coleman stated that there was a problem with capacity on the express service 

also as the majority of people using this service were only travelling to Lucan and there were 

no seats available for people needing to travel to Celbridge. 

 

The members agreed that they would discuss these matters at their meeting with the Area 

Manager from Dublin Bus. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Caldwell, seconded by Councillor Cussen, that the 

report be noted. 

 

CL08/1018 

Request for meeting and report from the ESB 

The committee agreed to consider item 7 and item 12 on the agenda together. 

Item 7 -  Motion Councillor Caldwell 

That this council write to the ESB to ask why there are so many power failures in our 

municipal district area in recent months.  

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Caldwell, seconded by Councillor Neville. 

 

Item 12 -  Motion Councillor Neville 

That the council requests a meeting with, and a written report from, the ESB on the number 

of blackouts affecting Leixlip recently. 
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The motion was proposed by Councillor Neville, seconded by Councillor Caldwell. 

 

A report was received from the Corporate Services Department informing the members that 

if the members were in agreement a letter could issue to the ESB, as requested.  Details in 

relation to locations and dates of power outages would be helpful in this regard. 

 

Councillor Caldwell stated that there had been numerous power outages in the Captain's Hill, 

Confey, Riverforest and Glendale areas of Leixlip and stated that people were finding it 

impossible to get contact the ESB and there should be a direct phone line. 

 

Councillor Neville stated that he had spoken to the ESB who clarified that the problem was a 

main cable that needed repairing which was on their to do list but he stated that 

correspondence should issue to them as it was a matter of urgency for this repair to be 

carried out as soon as possible. 

 

The members agreed that a letter requesting both a written report and a meeting issue to the 

ESB in relation to the power outages in Leixlip.  

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Caldwell, seconded by Councillor Neville, that the 

report be noted and a letter issue to the ESB requesting a written report and a meeting on 

the matter as soon as possible. 

 

CL09/1018 

Request to the NTA for provision of traffic count data 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Young.  

That this council write to the National Transport Authority (NTA) to ask that the traffic count 

data, recently gathered by Clifton Scannell Emerson Associates (CSEA) while preparing the 

Celbridge Traffic Management Plan, be provided as soon as possible to the Celbridge-Leixlip 

Municipal District Committee either by the NTA itself or by CSEA. 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Young, seconded by Councillor Cussen.   

 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that further to the members meeting on the 5 September 2018 with 

NTA and their consultants, CSEA, it was agreed that NTA/CSEA would carry out additional 

traffic counts, in response to queries raised by the members with regard to adjacent 
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roadways.  The Roads Department await an update from the NTA on the additional traffic 

counts.  

 

Councillor Young stated he requested that a letter issue to the NTA as they were the 

commissioning body who could authorise the release of the traffic count data.  

 

Ms Wright informed the members that the council awaited data from additional traffic counts 

from the NTA that were carried out with regard to adjacent roadways in response to queries 

raised by the members. 

 

The members agreed to await the report from the NTA on the traffic count data and the 

additional counts that were being carried out by them. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Young, seconded by Councillor Cussen, that the 

report be noted. 

 

CL10/1018 

Request for average daily traffic count on Shackleton Road/Oldtown Road 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Cussen.  

That an average daily traffic count and safety audit be carried out on the Shackleton 

Road/Oldtown Road, Celbridge. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Cussen, seconded by Councillor Caldwell.  

 

 A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that the Municipal District Engineer would arrange a traffic count in 

the coming weeks. 

 

Councillor Cussen stated that the report received did not address the safety audit request 

and expressed her concern at the fast pace of traffic on this road that was a 50kmph 

designated area and in close proximity to a school. 

 

The Municipal District Engineer agree to carry out a safety audit at this junction. 
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Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Cussen, seconded by Councillor Caldwell, that the 

report be noted and the Municipal District Engineer undertook to carry out a safety audit at 

this junction. 

 

CL11/1018 

Inclusion of Celbridge to Ardclough Road to salt spreading programme 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Coleman.  

That the council add the Celbridge to Ardclough Road (L2008) to the salt spreading 

programme for 2018/19 season in an attempt to keep this busy road clear of ice and safe for 

driving on during winter months.  

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Coleman, seconded by Councillor Neville.   

 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that a review of the salting routes had been carried out and it was 

proposed to include this road in the salting routes. However an additional truck and salter 

were required so it was anticipated this would commence in January 2019. 

 

Councillor Coleman thanked the Roads Department for the report and stated that this was a 

very dangerous road even in the summer months and he hoped that the salting could be 

carried out earlier. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Coleman, seconded by Councillor Neville, that the 

report be noted. 

 

CL12/1018 

Roads and footpaths in older estates in Celbridge-Leixlip Municipal District 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Coleman.   

That the council allocate a substantial increase in funding in Budget 2019, for upgrade of 

roads and footpaths in older estates in the Celbridge-Leixlip Municipal District.  

The motion was proposed by Councillor Coleman, seconded by Councillor Neville.   

 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that this was a matter for the members. 
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Councillor Coleman expressed his concern that there was very little increase in their budget 

for 2019 and the footpaths and roads in the older estates in the Celbridge-Leixlip Municipal 

District were in a very bad state. 

 

Councillor Caldwell thanked the Senior Executive Officer and the Municipal District Engineer 

on behalf of the residents of Glendale Meadows for the work that was carried out in their 

estate.  Councillor Caldwell expressed his concern at the condition of footpaths in St. Mary's, 

Confey as trees roots were causing damage by lifting them. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Coleman, seconded by Councillor Neville, that the 

report be noted. 

 

CL13/1018 

Upgrade of street lamps/lighting in Leixlip Village 

The committee agreed to consider item 13 and 14 on the agenda together. 

Item 13 -  Motion Councillor Neville 

That the council upgrade the street lamps/lighting in Leixlip Village. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Neville, seconded by Councillor Larkin. 

 

Item 14 -  Motion Councillor Larkin 

That the street lighting on Main Street, Leixlip be reviewed for upgrading to LED lighting. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Larkin, seconded by Councillor Neville. 

 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that upgrades to LED lights in Leixlip would be part of the planned 

county-wide upgrade, scheduled to commence late 2019/early 2020.  

 

Councillor Neville stated that it was very necessary to improve and upgrade the lighting in 

Leixlip village. 

 

Councillor Larkin stated that LED lighting was the way forward and the implementation of 

LED lighting would contribute to cost savings. 
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Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Neville, seconded by Councillor Larkin, that the 

report be noted. 

 

CL14/1018 

Reintroduction of pay parking in Leixlip on Saturdays 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Caldwell.  

Can the council reintroduce pay parking in Leixlip on Saturdays? 

 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that the re-introduction of pay parking in Leixlip on Saturdays is a 

matter for the members to consider.  

The report was noted. 

 

CL15/1018 

Installation of lighting on bridge in Celbridge 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Caldwell.   

Can an update be given on my March 2018 motion - That the council install lights on both 

sides of the bridge in Celbridge and if possible be included with the upgrade of the Main 

Street. 

 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that the provision of lights on the bridge in Celbridge was not part of 

the Main Street lighting upgrade project.  The KLIPS Summary Lighting report provided to 

the members in September stated that there is no proposal to install lighting on the bridge in 

Celbridge at this time.  Consideration can be given to future lighting of the existing 

bridge/proposed cantilevered boardwalk in the context of the proposed Celbridge Liffey 

Crossing (ref: NTA Report 2018) following the completion of the required statutory approvals 

to progress this project.  

The report was noted. 

 

CL16/1018 

Publication of response to the Bus Connects Public Consultation 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Young.  
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Can this council write to the National Transport Authority (NTA) to ask when they or Jarrett 

Walker Associates will publish it's response to the Bus Connects Public Consultation? 

 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that this was a national public consultation which had now closed.  

On consideration of the significant number of submissions received, it was anticipated that 

the NTA/Bus Connects would publish its response in early 2019. 

The report was noted. 

 

CL17/1018 

Removal of redundant pole at Famine Graveyard, Maynooth Road 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Cussen.   

Can the redundant pole at the Famine Graveyard, Maynooth Road, be removed? 

 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that the Municipal District Office would contact Eir on this matter. 

The report was noted. 

 

CL18/1018 

Disability and Age Friendly parking spaces in Celbridge and Leixlip 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Cussen.   

Can the Disability and Age Friendly parking spaces in Celbridge and Leixlip be checked for 

their size and markings and a phone number put onto the signs at these spaces to report 

any parking abuse? 

 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that the parking spaces would be checked to confirm compliance 

with relevant guidelines and regulations.  Enforcement of disabled parking spaces was 

provided by APCOA.  With regard to the Age Friendly parking spaces, these were provided 

and operated on the basis of good will and community support.  

The report was noted. 
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CL19/1018 

Placement of Road Makings from exit of The Walled Gardens/The Elms  

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Coleman.   

Can road markings be placed from the exit of The Walled Gardens/The Elms at the junction 

with Castletown Lawns? 

 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that as the members were previously advised, Kildare County 

Council does not put lines in housing estate junctions. 

The report was noted. 

 

 CL20/1018 

Removal of street phone booths from Leixlip village centre 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Neville.   

Can the Municipal District Engineer follow up on getting the street phone booths removed 

from Leixlip village centre? 

 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that the Municipal District Engineer would liaise with Councillor 

Neville on this matter.     

The report was noted. 

 

 CL21/1018 

Disabled parking bay at entrance to St Catherine's Park 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Larkin.    

Can a disabled parking bay be put at the entrance to St Catherine’s Park at the Glendale 

entrance? 

 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that the Municipal District Engineer has no objection and would refer 

the issue to the Pay Parking section to commence the process.   

The report was noted. 
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 CL22/1018 

Diagonal crossing at Scoil na Mainistreach 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Larkin.  

Can a diagonal crossing be put at Scoil na Mainistreach on the junction of Oldtown Mill 

Road, Shackleton Road and Church Road? 

 

A report was received from Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department informing 

the members that this request would require examination by the Road Design section in 

consultation with the Municipal District Engineer.  

The report was noted. 

  

 CL23/1018 

Poster Free Zone on Main Street, Leixlip 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Larkin.  

That this council agree to continue the Poster Free Zone arrangement on Main Street, Leixlip 

including Pound Street. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Larkin, seconded by Councillor Neville.   

 

A report was received from the Environment and Water Services Department informing the 

members that the issue of election posters was dealt with in current legislation wherein there 

were exemptions [subject to conditions] outlined in the Litter Pollution Act and the Electoral 

(Amendment) (No. 2) Act 2009. Any new policy or procedures would require an amendment 

to such legislation. The only other option would be for voluntary protocols to be agreed 

locally by candidates/political parties but this would have to be on a voluntary basis. The 

Environment and Water Services Strategic Policy Committee had agreed that the relevant 

representatives of the council would meet to consider options in relation to this matter.  

 

Councillor Larkin stated that he would like reinforcement of the casual agreement that 

existed presently of a poster free zone on Main Street, Leixlip and he would like the 

agreement of the members to include Pound Street.  Councillor Larkin expressed his 

concerns on the damage that would be done to decorative poles on the main street by the 

erection and removal of posters. 
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Councillor Young stated that the agreement not to erect posters on the main street in Leixlip 

was an informal one that could not be enforced and he did not agree to extend this 

arrangement to Pound Street.  He stated that people still needed to publicise local events. 

 

Councillor Cussen stated that she wished to clarify that she did not vote to permit posters on 

the main street in Celbridge as had been reported.  She stated that there was a voluntary 

code of adherence not to erect election posters in Celbridge and Leixlip which she had 

complied with.  Councillor Cussen agreed that ideally there should be some agreed location 

provided for people to publicise local events by poster. 

 

The members agreed to put the motion that the council agree to continue the poster free 

zone arrangement on Main Street, Leixlip including Pound Street, to a vote. 

With three members voting for the motion, one member voting against the motion and three 

members abstaining from voting, the motion was carried. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Larkin, seconded by Councillor Neville, with three 

members voting for the motion, one member voting against the motion and three members 

abstaining from voting that this council agree to continue the poster free zone arrangement 

on Main Street, Leixlip to include Pound Street. 

 

CL24/1018 

Scheme organised in conjunction with Celbridge Community Council 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Byrne.   

That the Celbridge-Leixlip Municipal District Committee notes with much appreciation the 

scheme organised in conjunction with the Celbridge Community Council whereby they have 

fully trained and garda vetted twenty one young adults to visit elderly residents and carry out 

do it yourself tasks. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Byrne, seconded by Councillor Caldwell.   

 

A report was received from the Economic, Community and Cultural Development 

Department informing the members that the Community Department acknowledge the 

positive action taken by Celbridge Community Council for older people in their community 

and would continue to promote such projects through our staff and relevant structures. 
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Councillor Byrne stated that this scheme was a fantastic initiative and achievement by 

Celbridge Community Council and he hoped that they would be given every support. 

 

Councillor Cussen thanked the Cathaoirleach for bringing this matter to the attention of the 

members and stated that the Care, Repair and Befriend group were a really positive group 

adding that it was great to have this initiative in Celbridge and congratulated them on their 

work. 

 

Councillor Coleman stated that this was a great success and thanked all volunteers who 

helped the elderly people in the community. 

 

Councillor Caldwell stated that there were many elderly homebound people in Leixlip and he 

hoped something similar could be put in place in Leixlip.  He added that he would like to 

thank Alice Miley and the Age Friendly group for all their hard work in the district. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Byrne, seconded by Councillor Caldwell, that the 

report be noted. 

 

CL25/1018 

Commemorative Garden in Leixlip 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Cussen.   

That this Municipal District Committee resolves to ensure that the wishes of Emma Mhic 

Mhathúna R.I.P., to have a Commemorative Garden in Leixlip, be carried out. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Cussen, seconded by Councillor Caldwell.   

 

A report was received from the Economic, Community and Cultural Development 

Department informing the members that further to previous discussions held with the 

councillor in relation to this the department had no objections in principle to the proposal of a 

commemorative garden subject to the following considerations: 

1. That a commemorative garden and the proposed site in Saint Catherine’s Park fits with 

the wishes of Ms Mhic Mhathúna's family.  

2. There was already an earlier proposal as outlined to Councillor Cussen for a sensory 

garden in Saint Catherine’s Park.  Work and fund raising on this proposal had already been 

carried out by a local committee prior to any discussion in relation to a commemorative 
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garden.  Both have similarities in term of landscape design and could be complimentary but 

there would have to be agreement that both ideas could be combined as individual spaces 

for each proposal may not be possible.  

3. That finance to develop the garden could be identified.  

4. That the proposal follows the council’s Civic Memorial Policy.  

5. That the work required if the proposal was to be progressed could be scheduled within the 

large number of existing projects and commitments the Parks Section was already working 

on across the county.  

 

Councillor Cussen informed the members that Emma Mhic Mhathúna R.I.P  had contacted 

her a couple of months previously, stating that Emma and her Mother had both lived in 

Leixlip and were buried in Laraghbryan cemetery.  She stated that Emma had requested that 

a garden be constructed as a memorial to all of the women and families that were affected 

by the cervical check scandal and her wish was that it be located in Kildare.  Councillor 

Cussen stated that unfortunately due to Emma's untimely death further discussion had not 

taken place but she would not like to see this project tied up in policies and procedures and 

asked if something could be delivered that the members could all agree upon. 

 

Councillor Caldwell stated that he fully supported the motion, that there were 220 people so 

far affected by this scandal and the location of this garden should be in Kildare as Emma had 

requested. 

 

Councillor Young asked how this motion fitted in with the Civic Memorial Policy and how 

funding was to be provided for maintenance etc. 

 

The Senior Parks Superintendent stated that a sensory garden had already been proposed 

for a site in St. Catherine's Park and he did not think a second site would be feasible.  He 

stated that he had received huge correspondence from the public expressing concern in 

relation to the location of this memorial garden as information had been put out through the 

media causing concern while discussions were in the early stages and when nothing final 

had been decided on. 

 

Councillor Cussen stated that she did not discuss this matter in a public forum but she was 

aware that it had been written about on Facebook. 
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A discussion ensued among the members and it was agreed that any future discussions 

would be held in-committee as this was a sensitive issue and it was hoped that the members 

would be able to work out the best solution for this proposal taking all matters in to 

consideration. 

The members stated that they wished to pass on their sympathies to family and friends of 

Emma Mhic Mhathúna at this sad time.  

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Cussen, seconded by Councillor Caldwell, that the 

report be noted. 

 

CL26/1018 

Support of Love Fishing Ireland Project 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Byrne.   

Can the council provide a report on how it might support the Love Fishing Ireland project 

who invite and cater for anglers abroad to fish on the River Liffey between Celbridge and 

Leixlip which has the potential to expand this tourism project beyond the current level? 

 

A report was received from the Economic, Community and Cultural Development 

Department informing the members that the Community Department would revert back to the 

elected representatives following a discussion with Kildare Fáilte and the Love Fishing 

Ireland project. 

The report was noted. 

 

CL27/1018 

Top/Cut back of trees in Celbridge Abbey 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Byrne.   

Can the council top/cut back the eight trees (details supplied) in Celbridge Abbey, Clane 

Road, Celbridge? 

 

A report was received from the Economic, Community and Cultural Development 

Department informing the members that the trees at the location would be assessed to see 

what work is required. We do not top trees as this causes trees to produce a lot of very 

vigorous new growth which can result in the top of the tree becoming denser and more prone 

to wind damage. 

The report was noted. 
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CL28/1018 

Update on proposed swimming pool for North Kildare 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Coleman.   

Can the council give the members an update on the proposed swimming pool for  North 

Kildare? 

 

A report was received from the Economic, Community and Cultural Development 

Department informing the members that there was no change from the last briefing to 

members on this item. The council is awaiting calls from the Department of Tourism and 

Sports for applications for funding. 

 

In response to a clarification request from Councillor Coleman as to when the council last 

corresponded with the Department with regard to the swimming pool, the District Manager 

stated that he would find out and revert to Councillor Coleman.  

The report was noted. 

 

The Cathaoirleach excused himself from the meeting and Councillor Cussen took the 

position of Cathaoirleach in his absence. 

 

CL29/1018 

Upgrade/investment in Leixlip Amenities playground 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Neville.   

Can the council outline plans for an upgrade/investment in the Leixlip Amenities playground? 

 

A report was received from the Economic, Community and Cultural Development 

Department informing the members that work on the upgrade of the playground in Leixlip 

would be considered for the 2019 Parks Section works programme. The inclusion of the 

project within this was contingent on completing existing commitments within the municipal 

area and also what other projects the members were proposing for 2019.  

The report was noted. 

 

Councillor Coleman and all the members stated that they wished to pass on their good 

wishes and congratulations to the Celbridge hurling team who had recently won the county 

final. 
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Councillor Byrne returned to the meeting and resumed his position as Cathaoirleach. 

 

The members extended their condolences and sympathies to Councillor Byrne and his family 

on the death of his sister Anne Moore. 

 

 

 

 

The meeting concluded. 


